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10 June 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

' SUBJECT - 3 Views Concerning Transfer of U-2
' Aircraft to CIA

REFERENCE : Memorandum from Deputy Secretary
of Defenss to the DCI, dated 5 June

1963, subject: fU-2
Alrcraft to ClA

1. Assignment of U-2 aircraft must, in the final analysis,
_be determined by the needs of the U, &, Government. It is highly.
possible that outstanding requirements exceed the asseta available.
In this event the distribution of such asscts must be made on a priority
basis. THhe mission priority should be as follows:

a. Overflight photo/ELINT reconnaissance of denled
territory.

b,

Peripheral photo/ ELIN T reconnaissance

Support of space projects and R&D (variable priority ~
some very low)

e. _\‘\

Alternate means of accomplishing each task must also be considered,
including the adequacy of other imethcds of accomplishing perigheral
operations.

2. Of the tagks the U-2 aircraft is capable of performing the
overriding requirement of overflight reconnaissance is unquestionable.
Under present circumstances this requirement can be satisfied with

o continuing inventory of nine aircraft. Basic policy must be firmly
ehed to maintain this level at 21l times.
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3. In spite of edequate opezational planning, slack periods
exist in all programs. Mutusl use of asaects can be wade to
. nccomplish priority missions, For example: SAC initiated
overflights of Cuba with two Agsncy configuzed aireraft. Howe
ever, due to long lead times lavolved, the alrcraft assigned to
the highest priority mission (overiiight) must be modified to
sccomplich their pritrary migsioa.
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4. In the event that a comm!etm reviow of requirements
vercus assets reveals a need for additional airevafl this should
e considered as a separate action. To delay further the devel-
spment and maintenance of a flect of alrcraft prepared to masm@l
to overflight requirements is uanrealistic,

Scovilley Iz

Signed Herber,t

HERBERT SCOVILLE, JR.
Deputy Director
. {Research)
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